The Boathouse
57 Westeliff
Sheringham
Norfolk :
Telephone: Sheringham 2717 Sth March 1974

Dear Louls,

I want you %o knew that I have not forgotten
the 4-branch. It would hme been relatlvely easy To
produce a lst Series Aprlllia 4-branch gs we have our
prototype from which to copy. * You will realise that
it 1g necessary to get a 2nd Series chaasis fitted wlth
engine ard eylinder head wi hout exhaust manifold from
which we ecan work. Then the branches would have to be
fittad by ryle of thumb, == the owfleta-arms Ioh differeri—
owing to the revised engine mounting springs on this model.

411 ver¥ well and I hal a 2nd Series chasslas lined
up for the Job. The engine has been done - erank ground
to aeccept Vanderwell thin-walls ete,, and wag re dy to
put ‘in. Then it happened: (this is something which I
would prefer fict to go any further in the Clubl) We
had to fit the English Hardy-Spicer adaptlon rear-drivss
to replace the very-worn-out Itallan shaftas. So we
jacked up the rear-end one wry cold day and were getting
on very well when the lolotof explosicn togk place, What
had oeecurred was that & out 4 gallons of petrol had poured
out of the fromt union which was loose owing o the engine
being out and it went up like a bomb. In seconds, the whole
workshop was afire from end to end. I eould never belisve
that petrol eould do so much damage in less than five min-
utes, I was able to get my recently renewed fire extin-

uisher on the job and with all deors anl windows shut,

he fire went out, perhaps within 3 minutes. It censed

up o £2000's worth of damage amd al though insured tc a
certain degree, the car was completely burned out at the
front end, all windows cracked right round to the rear ones
and I face a mg or rebulld. Fortunst ely the engine was

not- in put*when I get_the freoni-entd elpsned dovpn apd derugted
I will fit an englne and get on with yp ur 4-branch.

You may like to know abkout events on the Hills which
cater for the Aprilig as far as posalble, The first is
& Preseott on Ssturday & Sundey, June lst & 2nd (I believe
bhat "our" do takes place on the 1st, Sseadld, practleing
in the morning end official runs in the affernoon with a
different event on the Sunday - this rmst be eonfirmed).
Qur event 1s for gars up to 1500cc made baf%%q.lﬂﬁﬂ. W th
1/4 second handicap Lor EAGH year are excluding
the war years, which gives us about 4 seconds.

Then comes the Club Sprint on Sunday 23rd June, about
shidgh I know nothing = where is it to be held?

The next Prescott event, 29th & 30th June has been
caricelled on account of the 20% reduction of svents as

agreed with the RAC.




